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Grand Teton National Park, located in
northwest Wyoming, encompasses the
Teton mountain range, the Grand Teton
peak, and the valley known as Jackson Hole.
The Teton Mountain Range rises over 7,000
feet in the air and the surrounding valley
plays host to crystalline lakes fed by moun-
tain streams and an enormous array of wild

flowers and local animal species. 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
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Est November 10, 1978

Named after our 26th U.S. president, Theo-
dore Roosevelt National Park is composed
of three areas of badlands in North Dakota.
President Roosevelt first visited these bad-
lands in September 1883, at which point he
fell in love with the rugged lifestyle and the
“perfect freedom” of the West. Roosevelt’s
time here served as inspiration for three of
his most influential books, as well as many
of his conservation policies as president.
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Between 900 and 1150 AD, Chaco Canyon
was a major center of culture for the An-
cient Pueblo Peoples. Located in northwest-
ern New Mexico, Chaco Culture National
Park is one of the most important cultural
and historical areas in the U.S. This park
contains the densest and best preserved
collection of Pre-Columbian ancient ruins
outside of Mexico.
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Sequoia National Park is the nation’s second
oldest park, right after Yellowstone. Locat-
ed in the southern Sierra Nevada mountain
range in California, the park contains the
highest point in the contiguous 48 states,
Mount Whitney, at 14,505 feet. The park is
also famous for its giant sequoia trees, in-
cluding General Sherman, the largest tree
on Earth.
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The Yosemite National Park spans almost
750,000 acres in central California and
reaches across the western slopes of the Si-
erra Nevada mountain range. Yosemite was
central in the creation of the National Parks
Service, which got it’s foundation when
President Abraham Lincoln signed the Yo-
semite Grant in 1864. The Parks Service was
established in 1916 on this cornerstone. Easter
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Olympic National Park is located in Wash- 1 2 3 4 5 8 Compe

ington’s Olympic Peninsula and contains
a vast array of varying climates, including
a temperate rainforest. The park also in-
cludes a rugged, sandy beach that stretches
just over 60 miles, ice-capped mountains
with ancient glaciers, and drier forested ar-
eas more typical of the rest of the state. The
park contains several plant and animal spe-
cies found nowhere else in the world.
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Est October 14, 1994

Saguaro National Park is located in the
Sonoran Desert near Tucson, Arizona. The
park was established to preserve the nat-
ural habitat of the Saguaro Cactus that is
native to that area. These cacti can live for
hundreds of years and can grow over 60 feet
tall, weighing over 2.5 tons when they are
fully hydrated. The park contains over 165
miles of hiking trails.
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Est Rugust 1, 1916

Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park contains
two active volcanoes as well as a unique col-
lection of flora and fauna. Kilauea, located
along the southern shore of Hawai’i, is one
of the world’s most active volcanoes, and
Mauna Loa, the world’s most massive shield
volcano, is one of the five volcanoes that
make up the island. Both volcanoes are ac-
tive but their lava flow is relatively subdued.
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Est May 11, 1910

Glacier National Park is located in northern
Montana and encompasses over 1 million
acres of pristine wilderness, clear lakes, and
a vast number of plant and animal species.
This park is considered one of the most
beautiful places in America and contains a
large variety of different ecosystems, rang-
ing from tundra to rolling prairies. The park
also contains two sub-ranges of the Rocky
Mountains.
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Est June 12, 1944

Big Bend National Park is located in south-
ern Texas on the border of Mexico. The Rio
Grande river flows through over 118 miles of
the park’s land, and the park gets its name
from one of the major turns that the river
takes in Big Bend’s canyons. The park con-
tains a large variety of fossils and ancient
artifacts and is one of only 10 locations in
the world certified for dark-sky stargazing.
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Est November 12, 1971

Arches National Park is located in eastern
Utah and contains over 2,000 natural sand-
stone arches - the highest concentration of
natural arches in the world. The foundation
for these arches was laid over 300 million
years ago when an ancient sea flowed into
the region and eventually evaporated, leav-
ing erosion, wind, and water to carve these
structures over the course of thousands - or
even millions - of years.
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Est February 26, 1917 Thursday
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Denali National Park, located in the interior

of Alaska, is named for the Denali mountain
atits center. Denali, meaning “the high one”
in the native Athabaskan language, is the
highest peak in North America. The park
and preserve contain over 6 million acres of
land including tundra, forests, taiga, rock,
snow, and even glaciers. The park is known
for its untouched wilderness and its abun-
dance of wildlife.
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Est January 26, 1915

Rocky Mountain National Park is located at
the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains in
north-central Colorado. The Great Divide
- a geological feature in which waters on
opposing sides flow into different oceans -
runs directly through the center of the park
on its way across the continent. The vary-
ing levels of elevation and topography in
the park create the most diverse plant and
animal ecosystems in the United States.
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Est July 8, 1916

Acadia National Park preserves several is-
lands off of the Atlantic coast of Maine. The
park contains many sweeping views of the
nearby ocean, as well as scenery from sur-
round lakes and woodlands. The amazing
ecological diversity of the park can in part
be attributed to a month-long fire that raged
in the park in 1947. Acadia is the oldest na-
tional park east of the Mississippi River.
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